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the dali museum fact sheet

The Dali Museum, located in the heart of beautiful downtown St. Petersburg, Florida,

is home to an unparalleled collection of over 2,400 Salvador Dali works, including nearly
300 oil paintings, watercolors and drawings as well as more than 2,100 prints,
photographs, posters, textiles, sculptures and objets d'art across more than 60,000 sq. ft.

This preeminent collection of Dali‘s work is one of the most acclaimed collections of a
single modern artist in the world, with artwork representing every moment and medium
of his creative life. The Dali is the first and only museum in the Southeastern United
States to be recognized internationally by the Michelin Guide with a three-star rating.

In addition to the extensive permanent collection of Dali works, the Museum showcases
frequent special exhibitions curated from top worldwide collections. Exhibitions have included
the works of René Magritte, Marcel Duchamp, Elsa Schiaparelli, Frida Kahlo and other
acclaimed artists. The Dali stands as a cultural beacon in the Tampa Bay area and beyond.
Regular Museum and community programming includes

films, lectures, performances, social events and more for adults and families.

As a nonprofit art and educational institution, The Dali Museum’s mission is to care for and
share an expertly curated collection of Salvador Dali's work, preserving his legacy for
generations to come. And, through Dali -inspired events, exhibits and experiences,

the Museum serves as an active resource in the cultural life of our community and the
world at large.

One Dali Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
TheDali.org | 727.823.3767

Press contact:

Lou Hammond Group
dali@louhammond.com
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dali museum history

Founded with a core collection of works from A. Reynolds and Eleanor Morse,
the Museum has made significant additions to its collection over the years.

In 1942, the Morses visited a traveling Dali retrospective at the Cleveland Museum of Art organized by
the Museum of Modern Art in New York and became fascinated with the artist’s work. On March 21,
1943, the Morses bought their first Dali painting, Daddy Longlegs of the Evening - Hope! (1940).

This was the first of many acquisitions, which would culminate 40 years later in the preeminent
collection of Dali’'s work in America. On April 13, 1943, the Morses met Salvador Dali and his wife Gala
in New York, initiating a long, rich friendship with regular visits to the Dalis’ villa in Port Lligat, Spain.

The Morses first displayed their Dali paintings in their home, and by the mid-1970s decided to donate their entire
collection. A Wall Street Journal article titled, “U.S. Art World Dillydallies Over Dali,” caught the attention of the
St. Petersburg, FL community who rallied to bring the collection to the area. The Dali Museum first opened its
doors in 1982 in St. Petersburg. The distinguished current building, which opened on January 11, 2011, enables
the Museum to better protect and display the collection, to welcome the public, and to educate and promote
enjoyment. In a larger sense, it is a place of beauty dedicated to understanding and transformation.

Image: Salvador Dali, A. Reynolds and Eleanor Morse, 1943.
©Salvador Dali. Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali, (Artists Rights Society) |




the dali museum collection

This preeminent collection of Dali‘s work is one of the most acclaimed collections of a single

modern artist in the world, with artwork representing every moment and medium of his creative life.

The collection was formed by A. Reynolds and Eleanor R. Morse, garnered over a period of four decades
and features over 2,400 Salvador Dali works, including nearly 300 oil paintings, watercolors and drawings
as well as more than 2,100 prints, photographs, posters, textiles, sculptures and objets d'art.

The Dali Museum owns eight Dali Masterworks, the highest concentration of Masterworks of any
institution in the world. Coined by Dali Museum founder A. Reynolds Morse, the term “masterworks”
refers to paintings exceeding five feet in height or width, painted over a period of a year or
longer—in other words, they are both monumental in scale and critical Dali paintings.

notable works include:

Salvador Dali Salvador Dali Salvador Dali
The Basket of Bread (1926), Girl with Curls (1926), Daddy Longlegs of the Evening-Hope! (1940),
121/2inx121/2in 20inx 153/4in 16inx20in

Salvador Dali Salvador Dali Salvador Dali
The Disintegration of the Persistence of Memory The Hallucinogenic Toreador Gala Contemplating the Mediterranean Sea
(1952-54), 10in x 13in (1969-70), 157 in x 118 in which at Twenty Meters Becomes the Portrait

of Abraham Lincoln-Homage to Rothko
(1976),99 1/4inx751/2in,

thedali.org/collection
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the dali museum building

The Dali’s stunning building opened on January 11, 2011. Designed by architect

Yann Weymouth of HOK, the structure combines the rational with the fantastical: a simple rectangle
with 18-inch thick hurricane-proof walls out of which erupts a large free-form geodesic glass bubble
known as “The Enigma.” As a whole, the Museum spans more than 68,000 square feet.

the enigma

The Enigma, which is made up of 1,062 triangular pieces of glass,
stands 75 feet at its tallest point, a twenty-first century homage to the
dome that adorns Dali's museum in Spain. Inside, the Museum houses
another unique architectural feature—a helical staircase—recalling
Dali’s obsession with spirals and the “world beyond,” as well as his
fascination with the double helical shape of the DNA molecule.

the avant-garden

Ideally situated on the scenic waterfront, The Dali’s Avant-garden is
inspired by the artist’s fascination with the duality of art and nature
and creates a unique environment of learning and tranquility.

The Mathematical Garden allows visitors to experience the relationship
between math and nature and invites exploration and imagination.

ground floor

Visitors enter through the The Dali Museum Store, which showcases the
largest collection of Dali-inspired merchandise in the world. Over 85% of
its items are exclusive to the Museum. Café Gala offers light,
Spanish-inspired tapas and fare with indoor and outdoor seating.

The ground floor also houses a theater, education room and

community room. Access to the Museum’s ground floor is free

and open to the public.

top floor

All of the galleries are located on the third floor, which requires a
Gallery Admission ticket. In between the two main wings of the
Museum, guests can snap a photo or relax in an overlook with
breathtaking views of the gardens and the Bay through

The Enigma. The James Family Wing holds the permanent collection
of Dali’'s works. The Hough Family Wing hosts special exhibitions.

Take a virtual tour with the free Dali Museum
mobile guide. Learn more at TheDali.org/Guide.
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the dali dome

Opened in summer 2023, The Dali Dome is a 2,000+ sq. ft., 39-foot-tall
immersive space with 14 ceiling-mounted projectors. Its debut
presentation, Dali Alive 360°, explores Dali's life and work, with new
shows continuing in this extraordinary format. Built with over 500
steel rods and reinforced walls, the geodesic structure withstands
floods and hurricanes, while its exterior melting clocks pay tribute to
Dali's surreal vision.

café gala

Café Gala invites visitors into a playful taste of Spain.

Named for Dali's muse, the café serves light breakfast and lunch,
plus coffee and pastries for a mid-day escape. Enjoy local Kahwa
espresso drinks, classic sweets like crema catalana, tiramisu and
mantecados, and a curated selection of beer and wine—including its
signature Cava Rosado.

museum store

The Dali Museum Store offers hundreds of Dali-inspired gifts—from
books and wearable art to fragrances, melting clock accessories, home
décor, jewelry and more. Most items are exclusive to the Museum,
making it an ideal stop for one-of-a-kind treasures. Top sellers are also
available at The Dali Museum Online Store at shop.thedali.org.
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2014

An interactive digital display opens,
Gala Contemplating You.

2016 -
e

installed and wins Cannes Gold.

2018

Visitors become part of Dali’s art through
interactive photo inversion technology.

2019

Dali’s Masterworks in Augmented Reality
uncovers Dali’s complex works.

Dreams of Dali VR experience is

ey

2019

Dali Lives, an Al re-creation of the artist,
greets visitors & explains his art.

digital experiences
at the dali museum

Just as Salvador Dali explored myriad media
and new artistic avenues to express himself,
The Dali Museum uses cutting-edge technology
to educate visitors about Dali’s life and works
to further preserve his remarkable legacy.

The Museum is committed to embracing new
methods to engage guests in unconventional
ways and to delight and educate them

about Salvador Dali and his artwork.

2020

The Dali hosts Van Gogh Alive,
with record-breaking demand.

2022

YOUR PORTRAIT transforms
selfies into cubist works of art.

2022

The Dali partners with Grande Experiences to
create Dali Alive immersive traveling experience.

2022

Dream Tapestry uses Al to transform
dream inputs into works of art.

2023

The Dali hosts world premiere of
Dali Alive 360° in The Dali Dome.

An Al-powered Dali answers
visitor questions in Ask Dali.




ongoing digital experiences

Dali’s Masterworks in Augmented Reality

Visitors to The Dali can watch Dali’s paintings come to life through
augmented reality (AR) on their personal devices using the free Dali
Museum mobile guide. This feature allows visitors to gain a deeper
understanding of the meaning behind The Dali's complete collection
of its popular masterworks through the lens of AR.

Learn more at TheDali.org/Guide

Dali Lives: Art Meets Artificial Intelligence

Dali Lives is an artificial intelligence (Al) experience that employs
machine learning to create a version of Dali's likeness on a series
of screens throughout the Museum, providing Museum visitors an
opportunity to learn more about Dali’s life from the person who
knew him best: the artist himself. This technology allows visitors of
all ages to learn more about Dali’s works through authentic quotes
and details, while allowing them to experience Dali's personality.

Learn more at TheDali.org/DaliLives

Dreams of Dali: Virtual Reality Experience

Dreams of Dali'is a unique virtual reality experience that reimagines
Salvador Dali’s c.1934 painting Archeological Reminiscence of
Millet's "Angelus” and transports viewers inside - and beyond - the
original painting. Dreams of Dali can be experienced on-site as well
as from anywhere in the world using a variety of VR devices.

Learn more at DreamsOfDali.org

" A Museum that can shape id The digital dream experience
your dreams and make was an original and futuristic

them into artwork is way to describe the dreams

really appealing. which evoked my emotions.

- Brandon Lowe, - Dali Museum visitor on

Tampa Bay Rays Dream Tapestry experience
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dali alive 360° in the dali dome

The Dali Museum'’s Dali Alive 360° is an immersive experience celebrating the life and creative genius of Salvador Dali.
This multisensory art experience envelops visitors in 360 degrees of light and sound within The Dali Dome.

The dynamic animations of Dali’s works featured in Dali Alive 360° illuminate the challenges and triumphs of his
artistic career through Spain, Paris and America while giving the sensation of stepping into Dali’s life.

Dali Alive was co-produced by the Museum and Grande Experiences, a world leader in the creation and display of
multisensory, immersive experiences. Dali Alive 360° is a customized experience with imagery created
specifically for the 360-degree environment of The Dali Dome by Omnispace360, the creator of immersive
environments as seen at Austin City Limits and six Super Bowls.

Opened in the summer of 2023, The Dali Dome is a unique space designed to showcase art like never before.
Spanning over 2,000 square feet, standing 39 feet tall and stretching more than 60 feet wide,The Dome features
14 projectors hung from a central truss in the ceiling that project onto the walls and floor. This monumental
structure took just over a year to build and reflects the Museum's commitment to innovation and education.



the dali museum’s community impact

The Dali has been the unofficial heart of fine arts in the area since its opening in 1982. The debut
of the current location in January 2011 further established the Museum as the epicenter of arts
in the local community. The current building has contributed to the cultural renaissance that
has taken place in the downtown area—a movement that has experienced an explosion of
artistic institutions and outlets that both residents and visitors to the destination can enjoy.

The Dali provides an overall economic impact to the greater St. Petersburg/Clearwater area of more
than $106 million and prompts direct spending in our community of more than $53 million each year.

Nearly half of all Dali Museum patrons are overnight visitors, spending a median of 3.2 nights in the
area. Nearly all visitors (79.5%) coming to the St. Petersburg/Clearwater area for the day noted The Dali
as their primary reason for visiting the county, with one-half of all (day & overnight) guests stating the
Museum was their main reason for their visit. Out-of-county Dali Museum patrons report also planning to
visit numerous other attractions across the Tampa Bay area, including Busch Gardens, the Chihuly
Collection, the Florida Aquarium and the Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg.

The Dali welcomes as many as 350,000 visitors annually, including guests from over 40 countries.
Approximately 10,000 local students tour the Museum annually at free or discounted rates.

Community outreach includes the Student Surrealist Art Exhibit program and more.

Visitor profile data by Destination Analysts, 2018-2022
Economic impact projections by Research Data Services, Inc., 2022
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innovation labs at the dali

see and solve problems differently

Innovation Labs at The Dali fuses Salvador Dali’s art and methods with more than 60 years of psychology and
management research on creativity, creative problem solving and innovation. This one-of-a-kind,

hands-on programming helps individuals and companies reimagine their business

opportunities, and improve their creative capacity & innovation outcomes. Participants

learn to see & solve problems differently through the lens of Dali.

The Dali serves as a uniquely inspiring setting for each course, with access to an unparalleled

collection of renowned artist Salvador Dali’s works, Dali-inspired exercises and the beautiful
labyrinth and gardens overlooking the waters of Tampa Bay. Learn more at TheDali.org/Innovation.

o g

Foundation Labs Skills Labs Solution Labs
Two-hour interactive Museum Proprietary instruction in specific Dali-inspired, creativity-driven workshop
experiences to jump-start creativity. techniques to drive innovation and experiences to address a specific goal,
enhance the creative powers and wish or challenge.

efficacy of teams and individuals.
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membership

Membership at The Dali includes personalized benefits that enrich the museum experience and
provide valuable support to enhance our essential programming that helps to sustain our mission.

Annual memberships start at $75 for individuals and include:

Unlimited free admission

Free parking (as available)

Invitations to private exhibition events

Private shopping events

Free or discounted tours, films and other
programming 15% discount in The Dali Museum Store
10% discount at Café Gala

Monthly membership e-newsletter

Discounted admission for guests

thedali.org/membership
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images

Permission to reproduce these images is granted solely for use in conjunction with media reportage and review
of The Dali Museum. Permission is for use in the context of the article only; no cover use is permitted without
prior authorization. All reproductions must be accompanied by each image credit as noted and cannot be

cropped, detailed, overprinted or altered. Permission to reproduce these images is contingent upon
acknowledgment and acceptance of these terms.

©2025 - Salvador Dali Museum, Inc., St. Petersburg, FL.
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Daddy Longlegs of the Evening—Hope!, 1940, Oil on canvas.

©Salvador Dali. Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali, (Artists Rights Society), 2021 /
Collection of the Salvador Dali Museum, Inc., St. Petersburg, FL, 2022.

The Hallucinogenic Toreador, 1969-70, Qil on canvas. ©2025 - Salvador Dali Museum, Inc., St. Petersburg, FL.

©Salvador Dali. Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali, (Artists
Rights Society), 2021 / Collection of the Salvador Dali )
Museum, Inc., St. Petersburg, FL, 2022. download Images
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