
 

   

 

 

 

The Dalí Museum’s Student Surrealist Art Exhibit 

 “The Marvelous, the Fantastic & the Grotesque” 
2018 

 

 Initiated in 1985, this annual art exhibit presents work by middle and high school 
students who are invited to explore ideas and visions similar to those explored by Dali and  
the surrealists. 
  

 The Marvelous, the Fantastic, the Grotesque: phrases used to describe the full scope 
of surrealist art. The Surrealists aimed to disrupt the norm of the early 20th century Parisian 
art scene, finding traditional landscapes, portraits and still-life compositions stale, 
representing an incomplete world. The group wanted to create a new standard of beauty, one 
that challenged reality, calling it “convulsive beauty” or “the Marvelous.” The Surrealists 
produced art within the genres of the Fantastic and the Grotesque in order to represent this 
new, intense, and unreal beauty. 
 

 The Fantastic is a genre of art that creates a moment of doubt or confusion when one is 
unsure of what they’re seeing. (Fantasy art, on the other hand, is a different genre associated 
with the lyrical illustrations and fairy tales). The Fantastic is uncanny; something is off, but 
you can’t seem to put your finger on it. Is it real or imaginary? The Fantastic is otherworldly 
and inexplicable, causing an unsettled feeling.  
 

 The Grotesque is a genre of art representing the opposite of classical beauty and the 
rejection of established boundaries. While the Grotesque includes the ugly and disgusting, it 
is actually broader and does not have to be either of those things. It is the irrational, the 
chaotic and the extreme. It is an image or composition that uses strategies like dislocation, 
deformation, transformation, and even uncomfortable humor while evoking an uneasiness 
and unpleasant states.  
 

 The Marvelous, the Fantastic, and the Grotesque are complex, overlapping categories, 
allowing for broad interpretation. With these categories in mind, we challenge you to confront 
the limits of reality, explore the uncanny, and use surrealist techniques such as dislocation, 
transformation, and juxtaposition to produce your interpretation of the Marvelous, the 
Fantastic, or the Grotesque. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

Exhibit Dates 

 
Pinellas County Exhibit Dates (Pinellas County public schools only) 

Nov 17 Digital submissions due to Pinellas Art Office 

Nov 30 Judging & teachers notified of selected works  

Dec 8 Selected works due to:  

Pinellas County Schools Art Office 

301 4th St. SW, Largo, FL 33779-2942 

Jan 6 Exhibit opens 

Feb 2 Notify teachers of award winners  

Feb 20 Reception 6:30 – 8:30pm, Ceremony 7pm 

March 4 Exhibit ends 

Mar-April Artwork returned to teachers from Art Office 

 
Exhibit Details 

 

 Exhibit website: http://thedali.org/exhibits/education-exhibits/ 

 Open to middle and high school students 

 About 100 works selected for exhibit 

 The Dalí Museum frames accepted work for exhibit 

 Exhibit held in The Dalí Museum Raymond James Community Room   

-Please call before visiting a student exhibit as the Community Room occasionally  
closes for private events  

 Six awards will go to accepted middle school works and twelve awards will go to accepted high 

school works (Honorable Mention, Merit, Excellence)  

 

Entry Requirements 

 

 Up to 6 entries per teacher-one work per student 

 -If two teachers submit for the same student, only one will be chosen for 
 consideration 

 Finished work must be 8”x10” to fit our frames and cannot be thicker than ½” 
 -If work does not fit into frame, the work may be disqualified 
 -Clay reliefs are subject to damage and disqualification due to an inability to 
 frame properly 

 We cannot accept three dimensional objects  

 -Photographs of three-dimensional pieces are permitted but will be judged on the 
 merit of the photograph first and the object second 

 Any work found to be plagiarized will be disqualified and removed from the exhibit  

 -Please remind your students to use original ideas and imagery 

 Museum must receive original piece-no photocopies 

 The Dalí Museum wishes to show varied work and represent as many schools as 

possible, so please avoid submitting similar work by different students 
 

http://thedali.org/exhibits/education-exhibits/


 

   

 
 

Guidelines for judges 

 

1.            Originality: Artwork that exhibits an original approach to process, concept and    

 subject matter 

2.            Skill/Technique: Artwork that exhibits technical competency required to 

 successfully create  a work of art in a particular medium 

3.            Expression: Artwork that communicates an aesthetic vision or style and visual 

 expression of critical thinking 

4.            Theme: Artwork that addresses appropriately the exhibition themes of Surrealism 

 

 
Scoring Scale/Rubric:                                                                                                                           

Level 4 Shows strong evidence of integration between the theme and the visual 

work. 

Shows strong use of innovation and inventiveness. 

Communicates a strong personal and/or original message 

Shows strong application of the design principles. 

Shows excellent technical use of media to express ideas. 

Level 3 Shows good evidence of integration between the theme and the visual work. 

Shows good use of innovation and inventiveness. 

Communicates a good personal and/or original message. 

Shows good application of the design principles. 

Shows good technical use of media to express ideas. 

Level 2 Shows little evidence of integration between the theme and the visual work. 

Shows little use of innovation and inventiveness. 

Communicates limited personal vision or message 

Shows limited and/or inconsistent application of the design principles. 

Shows Inconsistent use of media and may appear unfinished. 

Shows technical accomplishment but relies heavily on copyrighted 

photographic resources. 

Level 1 Shows no evidence of integration between the theme and the visual work. 

Shows trite or simplistic approaches. 

Communicates no personal and or original message. 

Shows no understanding of the design principles. 

Shows very little or no technical competence or control of media.  

Works are direct copies of copyrighted photographic resources. 

 
 

Suggested Surreal Strategies and Techniques to Consider:   

 

1.            Juxtaposition  

2.            Double images and illusions 

3.            Transformation                           

4.            Personal symbols 

5.            Collage  

6.            Free-Association 
 



 

   

 

 

 

We invite you to submit new student work for the Statewide competition later in the year. 

 

Statewide Exhibit Dates (all Florida counties and school) 

March 23 Digital submissions due  

April 9 Judging & teachers notified of selected works  

May 1 Selected works due to The Dalí Museum (via mail) 

May 19 Exhibit opens 

June 1 Notify teachers of award winners  

June 23 Reception 3-5pm, Ceremony 3:45pm 

Aug 26 Exhibit ends 

Sept Artwork returned to teachers  

 

 
The Dalí Museum Education Department thanks you for your participation. 
 

Peter Tush, Curator of Education 
Sarah Fornof, Education Coordinator 727.623.4730, sfornof@thedali.org 
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