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DALI MUSEUM PRESENTS FREE OUR TOWN CONVERSATIONS
Jeanne Clark Meinke, Visual Artist and Peter Meinke, St. Pete's Poet Laureate to speak 
Thursday, May 26 at 6:30pm
May 9, 2011 – (St. Petersburg, FL) –Our Town is a once-a-month conversation with host Dr. Carol Mickett, philosopher and artist. The event takes place on the last Thursday of every month, from 6:30pm-7:45pm in the Dalí Museum theater. The series continues May 26, June 30, July 28, August 25, and September 29. Our Town is free, but an RSVP to reserve seating is required.  To reserve your free ticket, please visit thedali.org/tickets. Click on the May 26 Our Town event listing to complete your reservation. Our Town takes place in the Theater at the Dalí Museum. Come early for tapas and copas at Cafe Gala.
Enjoy the charm insight of our speakers at the May 26 Our Town: Jeanne Clark Meinke, Visual Artist and Peter Meinke, St. Pete's Poet Laureate
The Identity of a Great Place
Where else but the Dalí Museum, which honors the myth-making of the individual artist Salvador Dalí, to consider the people of our city and its surroundings who are creating St. Petersburg’s myth of a great place?  So, once-a-month, the Dalí Museum will feature a conversation with Dr. Carol Mickett and a great St. Petersburg person whose contributions are of historic proportions.  Please join us in recognizing our identity as a great place.

Our Town Speakers
April 28:  Andy Barnes – legendary publisher of the St. Petersburg Times

May 26: Jeanne Clark Meinke, Visual Artist and Peter Meinke, St. Pete's Poet Laureate
Future speakers TBA

About the Speakers:

Peter Meinke 

Peter Meinke is Poet Laureate of St. Petersburg.   His work has appeared in The New Republic, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, Poetry, and dozens of other journals.  He’s published 15 books of poems, 7 in the prestigious Pitt Poetry Series, the most recent being The Contracted World (2006).  His poetry has received many awards, including 2 NEA Fellowships and 3 prizes from the Poetry Society of America.   His book of short stories, The Piano Tuner, won the 1986 Flannery O’Connor Award.  He directed the Writing Workshop at Eckerd College for many years, and has often been writer-in-residence at other colleges and universities (last fall at USF/Tampa).  In 2009 the U. of Tampa Press published Lines from Neuchâtel—illustrated by his wife Jeanne—in a handsome 35th Anniversary Edition, with added poems and drawings—which received the 2009 Award of Excellence from the Southeastern Library Association (their highest award).    He writes a bi-weekly column, Poet’s Notebook—also illustrated by Jeanne—for Tampa Bay’s alternative newspaper, Creative Loafing.  A new chapbook, Lassing Park, with Jeanne’s illustrations, has just been published by Yellow Jacket Press (Tampa, 2011).

Jeanne Meinke 

Jeanne Meinke’s elegant pen & ink drawings have graced the pages of The New Yorker, Gourmet, Bon Appetit, and Early American Life, as well as literary magazines such as Western Humanities Review, Eckerd Review, and Konglomerati.   She has also illustrated numerous books, ranging from The Phoenix of the Western World (U. of Oklahoma Press) to Light Year ‘87 (Bits Press).   In addition, she has collaborated with her husband on a children’s book, The Legend of Larry the Lizard (John Knox Press); a bilingual poetry book, Maples & Orange Trees (St. Petersburg, Russia); and five poetry chapbooks, including the prize-winning Campocorto.  Most recently, she has illustrated her husband’s book Lines from Neuchâtel (2009) and published her own collection of drawings, Lines from Wildwood Lane (2010), both published by the University of Tampa Press.   For several years she has been illustrating her husband column, “Poet’s Notebook,” in Tampa Bay’s alternative newspaper, Creative Loafing. 

About the new Dalí
The new Dalí is double the size of the former museum. Salvador Dalí’s amazing works of art finally have a home designed specifically for this collection. The new Dalí Museum is also built to protect the priceless art collection. The design has already attracted the world’s attention and is listed as “one of the top buildings you have to see before you die” in AOL Travel News.  

 

The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, featuring more than 900 triangular-shaped glass panels. This geodesic glass structure – nicknamed the “Glass Enigma” – is the only structure of its kind in North America and is a 21st century expression of Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dalí’s Teatro Museo in Figueres, Spain. No two-glass panels are identical, providing a truly unique view of St. Petersburg’s picturesque waterfront. The Helical Staircase – a spiral that ascends to the third floor galleries – is the main architectural focus of the interior. An energetic form created with mathematical precision and resembling a strand of DNA, Dalí recognized the helix as evidence of the divine in nature.

 
 Museum Hours: Open 7 days a week: Daily 10:00am-5:30pm; Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm; Sunday 12 noon-5:30pm. Museum is located at One Dali Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. Tel: (727) 823-3767 or 1-800-442-DALI (3254) www.thedali.org
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