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The New Dalí Museum Turns One-Year Old & Soars 
Past Previous Attendance Reporting 370,000 Ticketed Visitors First Year 

Avant-garde Artist Jeff Koons Exhibit & International Collaborations in Paris & Madrid Announced for 2012
January 11, 2012 – (St. Petersburg, Florida). On Wednesday, January 11, 2012, the new Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida announced the distinguished new building received 370,000 from around the world, nearly double that of any previous year.  According to preliminary estimates by Walter Klages of Research Data Services, the economic impact to the St. Petersburg/Clearwater amounts to $52 million of direct visitor spending and an overall addition of $104.5 million to the regional economy.
NEWS OF THE DALI: THROUGH 2014
Exhibitions:
In the Summer of 2012 the Dali will launch the first ever conservation project of its Master Works, those large Dalí paintings which are now a half-century old and require expert conservation. This project will be a living exhibition in itself, and will be on display for the public to view in the Hough Family Wing. The Dali curators will work with the foremost painting conservationists from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, a whole team at work for weeks, to conduct the conservation work in the gallery during museum hours.

In the Fall of 2012 the exhibition Jeff Koons at the Dali will present the wildly impish and perfect crafted work of this avant-garde artist, par excellence. The internationally-known American artist has stated that Dali has been a personal and artistic inspiration to him. 

The Winter of 2012 brings an international collaboration. Works from the Dali Museum and the Dali Foundation in Spain will be shown at the Centre Pompidou, France’s premiere modern art museum together with significant collections from around the world during the exhibition “Dali, the Myth” opening November 21, 2012.  The Dali and the Fundacion Gala-Salvador Dali will play a key collaborative role with the Pompidou in accomplishing this major retrospective. The Pompidou presented its last Dali exhibition in 1979-80 while the artist was still alive but works from the Morse Collection, which forms the core of the Museum’s collection, were not loaned. This reexamination of the artist from the vantage point of the early 21st century, and inclusive of key works from the Dali Museum, will cast new light on the artist’s originality and his influence.  The Dali exhibition will travel to the Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid, Spain, in Spring 2013. 
In 2013 the Dali Museum will bring works by Eduardo Chillida, the great Basque sculptor, to St. Petersburg. The following year in 2014 the museum will bring Pablo Picasso’s work to Florida.
Fun Facts of 2011
The museum is proud of all that it has achieved in its first year. As a small measure of our achievements the museum compiled this list of fun facts of 2011. 

370,000 visitors bought a ticket to the museum

9,500 students visited in free group tours

4,500 Dali mustaches were sold in the store

3,770 family members participated arts and crafts projects
2,664 media features appeared globally on the Dalí Museum
1,450 aware people took yoga classes on Sunday morning

1,064 panes of glass in the “Enigma” were cleaned
450 family members enjoyed Breakfast with Dalí

225 volunteers gave tours and assisted in virtually every department

5 weddings took place

1 marriage proposal was made (and accepted) in the Dali Labyrinth
About the new Dalí
The new Dalí is a work of distinguished architecture, with an Avant Garden, a raining Rolls Royce, a Spanish-themed café, and the greatest museum store in the State. Salvador Dalí’s amazing works of art finally have a home designed specifically for this collection. The new Dalí Museum is built to protect the priceless art collection. The design has already attracted the world’s attention and is listed as one of the top buildings to see in your lifetime in AOL Travel News.  
 
The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, featuring 1062 triangular-shaped glass panels. This geodesic glass structure – nicknamed the “Enigma” – is the only structure of its kind in North America and is a 21st century expression of Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dalí’s Teatro Museo in Figueres, Spain. No two glass panels are identical, providing a kaleidoscopic view of St. Petersburg’s picturesque waterfront. The Helical Staircase – a spiral that ascends to the third floor galleries and beyond – is the main architectural element of the interior. An energetic form created with mathematical precision and resembling a strand of DNA, Dalí recognized the helix as evidence of the divine in nature.

The Dalí is home to the Morse Collection, carefully assembled over four decades and donated by A. Reynolds and Eleanor R. Morse. 
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