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PUBLIC INVITED TO SYNCHRONIZE SOFT WATCHES FOR JANUARY 11, 2011 GRAND OPENING OF NEW DALI

New Dali Museum Will Double in Size and Set To Open With

Spanish Royal Family as Guests of Honor

March 6,  2010 – (St. Petersburg, Florida) –   Art lovers around the world are invited to synchronize their soft watches in anticipation of the January 11, 2011 Grand Opening of the new Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida. Dali Director Dr. Hank Hine will announce at the museum’s sold out 28th Annual Benefit Dinner that members of the Royal Family of Spain will be guests of honor.  The official ribbon cutting is open to the public and slated for Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 11 a.m.

“We are thrilled to announce that Her Royal Highness, the Infanta Cristina of Spain recently confirmed that she will attend the Dali Museum’s grand opening festivities,” commented Dr. Hine. The Infanta Cristina is the younger daughter of King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain.

“As the Dalí represents the high point in Spanish cultural exploration, it is fitting to have the Royal Family of Spain presiding over a momentous event in Florida, where Spain has played such a leading role,” he added.

Besides the Royal Family of Spain, VIPs, celebrities and leading members of the community will also attend the grand opening activities. The new Dali Museum will be the crown jewel in St. Petersburg’s growing cultural growth and showcases a glass enigma. Museum visitors will enjoy fifty per cent more gallery space, a new cafe (another first for the museum) outdoor surreal gardens, an expanded store with a variety of new merchandise, a library, theater, and community room for weddings, meeting and gatherings. The new Dali will be able to withstand a category five hurricane to protect the priceless collection.

Construction for the new building began on December 12, 2008 and will double in size to 66,450 square feet in order to showcase works of art from a 2,140-piece collection, including 96 oil paintings.  
The new building is located eight blocks north of the current location and just south of the Mahaffey Theater within the Progress Energy Center for the Arts.  The museum will be a distinguished architectural achievement, combining unique design and technology, which is a combination, as in Dali’s art, of the classical and the fantastic.

The Dali Museum has been working with the renowned architectural firm of HOK. The building is being constructed by the Beck Group. Both have an impressive internationally acclaimed portfolio of clients.

The Dalí is the top-rated museum in the American South by the Michelin guide. Approximately 85% of the 200, 000 visitors per year come from outside of Pinellas County and they generate more than $60 million dollars a year in economic impact.

The Salvador Dali Museum opened in a one-story warehouse along the downtown St.Petersburg waterfront in 1982. Cleveland industrialist A. Reynolds Morse and his wife Eleanor donated the core collection.
Currently located at 1000 Third Street South in downtown St. Petersburg, Florida, the Dalí Museum holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work. The museum is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information, please call (727) 823-3767 or 1-800-442-3254. Visit the museum web site at www. thedalimuseum.org. 
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