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Area Students Show Their Surrealist Skills

Hillsborough County Students to Display Works for the First Time 

at the Salvador Dalí Museum  

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (February 26, 2009) — The Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg is proud to present the “Student Surrealist Art Exhibit,” a juried competition of Hillsborough County middle and high school art students.  Through this exhibit, the Salvador Dalí Museum recognizes and celebrates the talent of community students and their art teachers.  This exhibit marks the first time the Dalí Museum has been able to feature the art of Hillsborough students, and marks a great beginning for this annual exhibit.  
The theme, “Surrealism, Dreams and Fantasy,” invites students to explore new ideas by employing creative methods, concepts, and subject matter inspired by Dalí, his surrealist contemporaries, and similar visionary artists.  This juried exhibit features student work produced in various media including oil, pastel, photography, and video. The Dalí Museum seeks to make a difference in our community by recognizing the role our art teachers play in their students’ development, and by encouraging students to continue exploring new ideas and creative thinking in all fields of education.  
Patricia Priscoe, artist and retired East Lake High Art Instructor, judged this year’s exhibition.  Reviewing over 300 submitted entries, she chose 96 works from which she selected the 18 award winners. The awards will be presented at a reception at the museum on Wednesday, March 4. The reception is from 6:30-8:30pm and is open to students, families, and teachers. MaryEllen Elia, Superintendent of Hillsborough County Public Schools, will speak at the ceremony. The exhibition will run through March 22, 2009.

 “The Dalí Museum values its role as a place for both inspiration and celebration,” said Hank Hine, Dalí Museum Executive Director.  “The level of artistic achievement by the students of this community has always been remarkable.  By providing the resource of the best work of the past together with an exhibition space for tomorrow’s artists, the Dalí Museum contributes to the sense of continuity and hopefulness of this community.” 
Art education has always been a main focus of the Dalí Museum and its staff works closely with teachers to bolster their art-related lesson plans.  More than 10,000 area students visit for free each year and teacher’s guides are available online.  The guide includes several core lesson plans to help encourage students to think creatively and analytically; read and write about the relationships between art, history and culture; and create and discuss original pieces of art. 
The Pinellas County Student Surrealist Exhibit will immediately follow for its 25th year with a reception held on Tuesday, April 7, and will be displayed March 27 – April 26. This year’s exhibitions of Pinellas and Hillsborough County are sponsored by Bright House Networks, Xpress Plugged In, St. Petersburg Times, and M&I Wealth Management.
The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent collection of this artist’s work, is sponsored in part by the City of St. Petersburg, the Pinellas County Cultural Council, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts Council. 

For more information about the Salvador Dalí Museum, please call 727-823-3767 or visit the Museum web site at www.salvadordalimuseum.org.
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NOTE TO MEDIA:  Digital images of select artwork are available per request.  

