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A Trio of New Exhibitions at The Salvador Dalí Museum 

Focus on Different Aspects of Dalí

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (June 13, 2007)—After examining the influences of seventeenth century Spanish artists on its namesake, the Salvador Dalí Museum will change focus to look at Dalí’s works from three different perspectives.

Dalí in Focus

The main galleries are once again home to the permanent collection displayed in an entirely new context. Dalí in Focus examines Salvador Dalí’s particular blend of personal interpretation, which was unlike that of any other artist.  Selected Dalí paintings are dissected section by section to uncover the historical, spiritual and psychological themes within each piece, and the dreams, desires and memories that inspired them.

Certain themes and elements recur throughout Dalí’s body of work, even as his styles and techniques continued to change.  Dalí in Focus will magnify aspects of his work to show its evolution and illustrate how his changing styles were related to historical and contemporary events.


Dalí in Focus is curated by Joan Kropf, Curator of the Collection, and will run from July 13, 2007 through January 20, 2008.

The Fine Art of Collecting Dalí

Each piece of the Salvador Dalí Museum’s collection has its own story to tell.  As a whole, the collection tells the story of an unlikely friendship that spanned 45 years.  In 1942, A. Reynolds and Eleanor Morse bought themselves a belated wedding present—a painting with images of limp figures, a spider and ants on a barren landscape representing the exile caused by World War II.  Not the most obvious wedding present, but to the couple it was the first piece of what would become one of the most acclaimed collections of a single modern artist in the world.

- MORE -


In an age where provenance often comes into question, the meticulous archive from the Morses’ research, anecdotes, travel logs, photographs and receipts of purchase shows each work’s unique journey to St. Petersburg.


The Fine Art of Collecting Dalí is curated by Assistant Curator, Elen Woods and will be presented in the Traces Gallery from June 22 through September 23, 2007 (extended to January 20, 2009)
Dalí’s Biblia Sacra

Commissioned by Dr. Giuseppe Albaretto, another Salvador Dalí collector and friend, as a way to encourage Dalí to re-examine his spirituality and draw him back into the Catholic Church, Dalí’s Biblia Sacra encompasses 105 paintings based on passages from the Latin Vulgate Bible.  Although the project failed to elicit Dalí’s return to Catholicism, it did produce one of his most prized print sets.  The original illustrations were completed between 1963 and 1964, with a combination of gouache, watercolor, ink and pastel and published in 1967.  This is the premier exhibition of Dalí’s Biblia Sacra at the Salvador Dalí Museum and will be presented in two separate presentations.

Dalí’s Biblia Sacra, on display in the Raymond James Community Room Gallery, is curated by Dirk Armstrong, Assistant Curator.  Part one will be presented now through July 29, 2007 and part two, August 3 through November 18, 2007.


Exhibitions are made possible by Progress Energy, whose continued support for arts in the community provides a benchmark for corporate engagement.  Progress Energy has been a generous supporter of the Salvador Dalí Museum’s educational programs and exhibitions since 2002, and is the museum's sponsor for the entire 2006-2007 exhibition season.

The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work and celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2007, is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts Council.  For more information about the Salvador Dalí Museum, please visit the Museum web site at www.SalvadorDaliMuseum.org or call (800) 442-3254.
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NOTE TO MEDIA:
Digital images of select artwork are available per request.  Please contact Kathy White, Deputy Director, Salvador Dalí Museum at (727) 823-3767 ext. 3036.
