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Dalí: Gems

Featuring selections by national celebrities Alice Cooper, Susan Sarandon and more!

Cast Your Vote at www.thedali.org/MyDaliGem
New Exhibition Opening Friday, November 13, 2009 

At The Dalí Museum 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. On November 13, the Dalí Museum opens Dalí: Gems – featuring selections by celebrated friends of the Dalí, including Alice Cooper, Jeff Koons, Susan Sarandon and John Waters – and an opportunity for Dalí visitors to select their favorite work of art. Drawing from the Museum’s collection, our curator, Joan Kropf, meticulously selected over 80 exquisite and rarely viewed pieces from the vault, including jewelry, paintings, drawings, glassware, and objets d’art.  Dalí: Gems runs from November 13, 2009-April 18, 2010.
The jewelry designed by Dalí in the 1940s and 1950s is a highlight of the Dalí: Gems exhibition. According to curator Joan Kropf, “Dalí, inspired by the artists of the Renaissance, designed jewels, where the craftsmanship outweighed the material value of the gold and gems. His aesthetic sensitivity seized hold of the themes and the myths that obsessed his thoughts, transcribing into pearls and precious stones his fantastic and symbolic world, including an interpretation of his famous melting clock as a gold and diamond brooch. Eleanor Morse, Dalí museum co-founder, wore the 13 pieces on display.”  Dalí said about the jewels: 
…they were created to please the eye, uplift the spirit, stir the imagination, [and] express convictions. 

Another key work on display is Dalí’s Alchemy of the Philosophers, published in 1976. This rarely viewed and exceptional example of Dalí’s ambitious book projects of the 1970s was painstakingly produced over a period of four years. An elaborate leather case houses ten original drypoint etchings brilliantly colored with lithography and decorated with precious and semiprecious stones illustrating selected alchemists’ writings on the transmutation of base metals into silver and gold. The first gallery is dedicated to this piece alone.

Finally, not to be overlooked, are the other rare gems from the collection - pieces that have remained in the vault for most of the last 27 years and have only been removed in a few instances.  These include original and commercially designed items all bearing Dalí’s iconic images: Venus de Milo with Drawers, 1936/1964; Birth of Venus, 1963, painted by Dalí in a gold cup; the Steuben Venus with Drawers glass bowl, 1939; Vermeil and gold Mollusk flatware, 1957; and much more. 
An interactive element to the exhibition allows Museum visitors to choose their Dalí gem by voting for their favorite work. Comments and selections from visitors will be posted on the Museum’s website at www.thedali.org/MyDaliGem. Visitors can also comment on their favorite work on the Museum’s Facebook gallery.
A selection of fine reproductions of the Dalí jewelry is for sale in the Museum store and online at www.thedali.org/store.  

The opening reception for Dalí: Gems is November 13, from 6:00-9:00 pm. Dalí Members are free, non-members pay only $10 to see the exhibit, hear music by Lannie Battistini and his Hands In Motion Latin Jazz Ensemble and enjoy food by Chez Bryce.  There will be a cash bar and a cigar bar. Attire to inspire with your fashion gems! Non-members RSVP by going to www.thedali.org/gems, or call 727 823 3767 ext. 3038.

Dalí: Gems is sponsored by Franklin Templeton Investments. Additional support is provided by Chez Bryce, The Island Bistro, and Visit St. Petersburg/Clearwater.
The Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida, houses more of Salvador Dalí’s famed masterworks than any other museum in the world, and the collection is the largest in the world outside of the artist’s museum in Spain.
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