
[image: image1.jpg]AmmE
=




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Kathy White, Deputy Director


Salvador Dalí Museum


(727) 823-3767, ext. 3036

   
 kwhite@salvadordalimuseum.org

Two Premier Educational Institutions Join Hands to Exhibit

Catalan Visual Arts from the 1960s to the Present 

Opening February 20, 2009 in two venues:

The Dalí Museum and USF St. Petersburg 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (January 26, 2009)— The special exhibition, visualKultur.cat (visual culture catalonia), an illuminating examination of 40 years of Catalan visual culture, comprises 100 works by more than 200 artists, on loan from private and public collections. This visually stunning exhibition of the art of the book, magazine and graphic design in Dalí’s native Catalonia is being presented in two locations ideally suited to the subject of image and text:  the Salvador Dalí Museum and the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library at USF St. Petersburg.  The close proximity of the two institutions allows visitors and students to view the entire collection. The exhibit is divided between the Museum and the University and is on display February 20 through June 14, 2009.   
Barcelona in Catalonia was one of the birthplaces of Modernism in art and design and since the late 15th century has been a major European publishing center. The exhibition visualKultur.cat showcases artists’ books and applied graphic arts that highlight the outstanding achievements of the Catalan visual arts from the 1960s to the present. visualKultur.cat displays an exceptional selection of works by varied artists from the historical Avant-garde to contemporary graphic designers, from Dalí, Joan Miró and Tàpies to the Barcelona/New York Actar publishing company. The exhibition visualKultur.cat explores how the works of Catalan artists, writers, designers and publishers have transformed the book object into a work of art unique to Catalan sensibility. 

The exhibition is shared between the Dalí Museum and the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library at USF St. Petersburg, with works from the core 1960s-80s on display at the university, and the earliest and latest periods on display at the Dalí Museum. Admission to the exhibition at USF St. Petersburg is free of charge, and USF St. Petersburg students may visit the exhibition at the Dalí free.

“We are grateful to the organizers of visualKultur.cat for sharing this extensive document of Catalan culture and design, which enriches our understanding of our contemporary culture and of Dalí’s heritage,” said Hank Hine, Dalí Museum Director.  

“This is the most exciting event hosted in our library since our opening in 1996,” said Kathy Arsenault, dean of the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library at USF St. Petersburg. “I appreciate the partnership with the Dali Museum and look forward to the rich learning experiences this exhibit will provide for students and library guests.”

visualKultur.cat is organized by the Generalitat de Catalunya. The St. Petersburg exhibition follows acclaimed presentations in Frankfurt and Barcelona.  The exhibition is curated by Vicenç Altaió, (Writer, Poet and Director of KRTU) and Daniel Giralt-Miracle (Art Historian and former director of the Museu d'Art Contemporani Barcelona). William Jeffett, Dalí Museum Curator of Special Exhibitions, curates its presentation at the Dalí Museum.  This project is an initiative of l’Institut Ramon Llull and is coordinated by KRTU, both part of the Generalitat de Catalunya. The exhibition design is by Emiliana Design Studio and the catalog, co-published by Actar, is designed by Saura-Torrente, with photography by Martí Gasull. It is published in English, Catalan, Spanish and German. The collaboration with the Institució de les Lletres Catalanes has made the exhibit information available at www.visualkultur.cat.

About KRTU

KRTU (Culture, Research, Technology, Universalis) is a new multidisciplinary cultural trends center created in 1990 by the Culture Department of Generalitat de Catalunya (Catalonia’s autonomous government). It observes new emerging cultural forms of expression. At the same time it encourages the creation and investigation of new cultural trends.

About l’Institut Ramon Llull 

Named for Ramon Llull (1232 –1315) who wrote the first major work of Catalan language literature, the Institute’s mission is to promote Catalan language and culture internationally, in all of its variations and methods of expression.

NOTE TO MEDIA:  Digital images of select artwork are available per request.  Please contact Kathy White 
at 727-823-3767, ext. 3036, or kwhite@salvadordalimuseum.org.
Located at 1000 Third Street South in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., the Salvador Dalí Museum holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work.  The Museum is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. For information on our rates and hours, please visit the Museum website at www.salvadordalimuseum.org.
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