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The Dalí is One Year Old

Dalí Museum Invites Public to “Share the Dalí”
Celebrate the 1st Year of the New Dalí with Photo Exhibit to All-Day Activities
January 11, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

December 19, 2011 – (St. Petersburg, Florida). On Wednesday, January 11, 2012, the Dalí museum will be one year old! But who’s counting? . . . everyone! AOL Travel News numbers the museum among “the top ten buildings you need to see before you die.” Since opening to worldwide acclaim on January 11, 2011, over 350,000 people, from 43 countries, have visited to date, nearly double that of any previous year. Media coverage spanned the globe, with 50 countries covering the new Dalí, and millions of impressions in online, print, &

broadcast.

So what’s next? Come to the Dalí on Wednesday, 1.11.12 and find out!  Doors open at 10am as usual, and at 12 noon the museum will announce new exhibits for 2012 against a backdrop of acrobatic high jinx, a gigantic mustache, and an appearance by the artist himself. Dalí members can bring a guest for free, and all activities scheduled for the day are free. Rumors of an appearance by Dalí collector Jack Nicholson persist.
“Our first year in the new building has generated a lot of excitement throughout the area, in the media, and among our visitors from all over the world,” said Museum Director Hank Hine. “As we delight in the past year’s accomplishments, we look forward to the coming year.  As always, we turn to Dalí for our inspiration –to the ideas that engaged Dalí: science, and culinary arts, technology, fashion, performance . . . ideas that are new and on the edge excited Dalí – and we want every visit to the Dalí to carry some of that edginess.” 

In the past year that inspiration has led to an extraordinary culinary event featuring a 16-course menu created by a 2-starred Michelin chef; sponsoring a TEDx conference; and hosting marine scientists from around the world. Visitors have contributed thousands of wishes to the Dalí Wish Tree in the Avant-garden. Kids explored the Dalí Labyrinth, and put coins in the Rainy Rolls to make it thunder and rain inside. Visitors of all ages enjoyed free performances of opera from the Helical Staircase, and stimulating Dalí and Science lectures on such topics as paranoia and masturbation. 

More about the day’s activities
 “Share the Dalí,” a photo-installation of highlights of the past year, will be on view in the Raymond James Community Room.  Dalí Members are invited to “Share the Dalí” by bringing in a friend for free that day. Visitors of all ages will find fun ways to celebrate: for kids there is story telling hour at 11:30 am, and a scavenger hunt through the galleries; for adults there is Cigar Rolling and Craft Beer tasting; and everyone will have the opportunity to tour the collection and to create Origami paper cranes to take home or hang on the Dalí Wish Tree.  

About the new Dalí
The new Dalí is a work of distinguished architecture, with an Avant-garden, a raining Rolls Royce, a Spanish-themed café, and the greatest museum store in the State. Salvador Dalí’s amazing works of art finally have a home designed specifically for this collection. The new Dalí Museum is built to protect the priceless art collection. The design has already attracted the world’s attention and is listed as one of the top buildings to see in your lifetime in AOL Travel News.  
 
The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, featuring 1062 triangular-shaped glass panels. This geodesic glass structure – nicknamed the “Enigma” – is the only structure of its kind in North America and is a 21st century expression of Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dalí’s Teatro Museo in Figueres, Spain. No two glass panels are identical, providing a kaleidoscopic view of St. Petersburg’s picturesque waterfront. The Helical Staircase – a spiral that ascends to the third floor galleries and beyond – is the main architectural element of the interior. An energetic form created with mathematical precision and resembling a strand of DNA, Dalí recognized the helix as evidence of the divine in nature.

The Dalí is home to the Morse Collection, carefully assembled over four decades and donated by A. Reynolds and Eleanor R. Morse. 
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