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CONTACT:


Bethany Mead, Education Coordinator
Salvador Dali Museum

(727) 823-3767, ext. 3024
Summer Camp Is Surreal at the Salvador Dalí Museum

Registration Open for Junior Docent Summer Camp

St. Petersburg, Fla. (June 15, 2009) – As it has done each summer since 1984, the Salvador Dalí Museum is offering a Junior Docent Summer Camp for students eight to 13 years old.  Led by Pinellas County visual arts teachers and the Dalí Museum Education staff, the weeklong mini-docent class is an incredible opportunity for students to learn about the collection, meet new friends – and lead a public tour.  Plus, this year the program has expanded to include a new Teen Summer Camp as well.
Throughout the week, students receive personal attention from instructors as they learn about Surrealism, Dalí and the collection, participating in fun, surreal-inspired activities. As Junior Docents learn about the collection, they put the information in their own words, helping them to appreciate art in new ways and to articulate their ideas about Dalí’s art. At the end of the week, the students conduct a tour, sharing their knowledge of Dalí and his work with their families and the public.

Junior Docents build their self-esteem, interpret art in their own way, enhance their public speaking ability, verbalize personal choices and share their accomplishments with their family.  A collaboration between the University of South Florida Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine and Museum enables families of Junior Docents to evaluate measurable improvements in their self-esteem.

The Museum offers three sessions of Junior Docent Summer Camp throughout the summer: June 22-27, July 13-18 and July 27 – August 1; the Dalí Teen Camp is scheduled for August 3-7. The new extended six-hour class meets from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. over the course of one week, culminating in the Saturday reception tour at 9:45 a.m. 

Each session is limited to 16 students and early registration is encouraged. Dalí Members can register for $150 per student and non-members are welcome to register for $200. The fee includes supplies, snacks, prizes and one T-shirt. Pre-registration is required. A limited number of scholarships are available for qualifying children in need 
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of financial assistance. To register or obtain additional information, contact Bethany Mead, Education Coordinator, at (727) 823-3767 ext. 3024.

Located at 1000 Third Street South in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., the Salvador Dalí Museum holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work.  The museum is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information, please call (727) 823-3767 or visit the Museum web site at www.salvadordalimuseum.org.
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